
Once upon a time ... long, long ago ... the picture on the left 

covered the whole page ... in a eureka moment, I realized my 

Global Warming Score would go through the roof (Ozone Layer) 

with the huge carbon footprint a big picture would generate.   I, 

very responsibly, made the picture much smaller and will fill the 

white space on the page with oxygen friendly letters.  (Editor’s note:  

Bill has issues with truth ... plus he doesn’t know what he is talking 

about ...Global Warming Score ... he saw that on a new car sticker!)   

 

If the truth be told (Editor’s Note: That would be refreshing!), I 

wanted to use a much larger font-size to reduce the eye-strain on 

the reader BUT NO, I was overruled.  Like the song (Me & Bobby 

McGee) “Freedom’s just another word for nothing left to lose.” 

(Editor’s Note: Mr. Freedom is back in the dog house, re-enrolled in 

HIP - Husband Improvement Program and has an urgent meeting!).   

 

(The following was written after a very serious meeting with my editor and HIP director)  

I procrastinated and I lied.  For weeks, I tried to find someone to write this letter ... I asked Misuzu and I begged Shige ... 

much to my amazement, Shige even refused my bribes ... and later, my blackmail attempts.  In desperation, I turned to 

my cousin Emily in Ohio ... I think she is the one that turned me in.  In fairness to her, I’m sure she felt it was in my best 

interest to get help immediately.  When I find myself in a position like this (Editor’s Note: It happens every Christmas), 

truth becomes elusive.  I owe you, the reader, an apology.   

Shige, 22, graduated from the University of Florida in August with a degree in Bio-Engineering.  We are happy and proud 

of him.  There are, of course, no jobs in Bio-Engineering because no one knows what a bio-engineer does!  (Editor’s Note: 

Shige is considering starting a Father Improvement Program - FIP!)    As Shige transitions from Student Life to Working 

Life, he found he needed something  ...  a bridge, if you will.  He found it!  At the Daytona Metropolitan Bridge Club 

where he now plays as often as he can ...  while I worry about the plight of bio-engineers and the viability of the Social 

Security System they are failing to prop up.  (Editor’s Note: Shige has officially announced the FIP for Bill.) Shige is happy! 

 

Nari, 20, is in his third year at the University of Central Florida ... he recently changed his major to anthropology ... he 

may be in a five year program ... I bet his roommates are too!  Four of them share a 4-bedroom apartment ... apparently 

they believe Chaos Theory predicts a orderly apartment given enough time for Chaos to work its’ magic.  (Editor’s Note: 

Nari  has volunteered to help Shige with the FIP program).  Nari will be home for the holidays and he is happy! 

Misuzu, ageless, continues to be the perfect wife, mother and bridge partner!  She enjoys her workouts at the YMCA and 

playing bridge.  The resurrection of the HIP program will, no doubt, add extra meaning and richness to her life as she 

watches her husband improve and become the “Husband Hero” he likes to call himself.  (Editor’s Note: Oh, my God!  

Ancient Japanese saying “Husband is like a big rock --hard to move, hard to change”)  Misuzu is happy! 

 

I, moments from 65, fiddle with websites, play bridge and try to play basketball ... gravity has taken its’ toll on my 

vertical leap (Editor’s Note: hi-speed cameras show Bill’s feet never actually leave the floor!), I move at a deceptively slow 

speed (like a changeup pitch)  ... the young guys groan and moan when I come but still let me play ... they like my new 

basketball.  Embry Riddle’s Basketball team is great and getting better... GO EAGLES!  I am grounded and happy! 

 

 Love ---  Bill, Misuzu, Shige and Nari 
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